LETTER  FROM  COURT
fixed for the commission on the amount of the collections. If we onh
take the customs at 8,26,346, which is the amount of their estimated
produce for 1783 (as appears by your letter of the 8th April last), 15
per cent on that sum will be rupees 1,25,951. But when we consider that
though the duty is not to be paid on the Company's investment you have
notwithstanding permitted the Commissioners lo draw the same percen-
tage as if it were actually collected a very considerable addition must be
made to their emoluments. The other establishments under the Com-'
missioners, from the most accurate account we have been able to form,
amount to upwards of 2 lacks per annum so that the total expence of
collecting that part of our revenue which is to produce no more than 8
lacks cannot be estimated at less than 3 lacks, though we cannot
account for your having estimated the customs at only 8 lacks when we
understand that in former years they produced a considerable deal moie.
52.    Upon the [  .........................] great reason to be dissatisfied
with the late  [..........................]  and  direct  that  you  revise  your
proceedings respecting  the management of the  customs  and  report  to
us the result for our final determination.
53.    The  promoting  officers   to   superior   rank,   on   their  departure
from India, with a reservation of the rights of their superiors, as was
lately done in the case of Captain Kennan, being not only irregular and
improper but contrary to our orders  of the   loth  December   1773,  we
cannot approve the same; and therefore positively direct  that no such
promotions be made in future.   As the letters of the Commander in Chief
and Colonel Camac are not before us we cannot, at pieseuu deiennim*
with respect to the meiits of Captain Kennan.
54.    We have received a letter from our Governor General, dated
Patna soth January 1783, representing that while the Nabob Vi/iei was
at Chunar an offer of a very considerable sum of money was made to
him, both on the part of the Nabob and on that of his ministers, as a
present, which he accepted without hesitation,  being entirely destitute
both of means and credit, whether for our service or the relief of his
own necessities.   The nominal sum said to be received, and in course
of payment,  amounts,  as  the  Governor  General  has  informed   us,   to
10 lacks of rupees of the currency of Oude.   It is further stated that
what has been already received has been laid out on the public service,
and that the rest is to be applied to the same account, and that as soon
as the whole is compleated he will transmit {.......................] account
thereof.
55.    The   Governor   General   has   submitted   to   our   consideration
whether we will adjudge this deposit to him; but as the Act of Parliament,
by which  the Governor General and. Council  were  appointed,  directs
" that the salaries  to  be  allowed  to   the said  Governor  General  and
Council", as therein mentioned, "shall be in lieu of all fees of office,
perquisities, emoluments, and advantages whatsoever, and that no fees
of  office,  perquisites,  emoluments  or   advantages  whatsoever,   shall   be